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. Grosvenor will launch the flats on the
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“every other house on the street,

Three flats at 119 Ebury Street In Belgravia are the firs listed homes to earn the top eco-certification

A sustainable future
for the listed home

A Georgian townhouse full of subtle green features creates a

lasting legacy for the Duke of Westminster, says Carol Lewis

their
environmental impact can be reduced
while preserving historically significant
fabric. the results will inform future planning
In plain English it is a conversion pticymrunvnﬁmliskdhﬂdhw
of a run-down hostel into three luxury “It takes time to change the rule

homes that look amazing, with the
bonus of low energy bills and some
rather whizzy technology, such as

skylights that close automatically

when it mins The really ’
clever bit, though, is that
119 Ebury Street could
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conventional style 18 months ago.

market on September 1, with rents from

£995 a week for a two-bedroom flat.
Victoria Herring, the director

Grosvenor’s London properties, says

2050 national carbon-reduction target
of 80 per cent 30 years early. When
tenants have moved in, dats will be
collected on energy and water
consumption, environmental conditions
and local weather (there is a rooftop
weather station), as well as the readings
from the insulation sensors.

technologies out [it has 1,500 listed
buildings in its care in London] until
proven. We also want to find out
whether people like living with these
technologies,” Juritz says,
Residents will be able to see the data
at the tap of an iPad screen, and while
they don't need to be eco-enthusiasts, it
would help. It is not all about flash

has been done with an eye on
sustainability. Even the loos are made by
Toto, because the smooth ceramics
mean a cleaner loo for longer, cutting
down the need for harsh cleaning
products and bleach.

ASK THE EXPERT

too pem, Relatively short lettings do not have any  the Housing Act 1988, and the landlord
I k (?Véf a rental pro strict requirement for a written tenancy  cannot end it during the first six months.
and paid rent in advance, The sgreement Undetsection 2(5) of the The lemng will still e subject to the

H 1 Law Pruputy "" I P
landlord says he is sending a Provisions) Act 1960, the requirement _ the Fosing Act 2004 s o

written agreement to sign, but
that he forgot to ask for a deposit.
Do I have to sign the agreement
and pay the deposit?

lurlwnnmlcnsedoesmtmptytn
tenancies of less than three years
An informal arrangement is treated
as @ tenancy (as opposed to a licence or
a lodging arrangement), If it grants the
2 S 50 of tha

for a period of time in return
for rent it will be covered by housing
legislation. Most significantly, an oral
periodic tenancy is almost always treated
as an assured shorthold tenancy under

mebasictnrmsbrnnunwnnm
agreement could be covered by emails
or other documents, ar implied from the
conduct of the parties at the start of the
letting. Once the tenancy has started,
a weekly tenant must be provided with
a rent book. Under section 20A of the
Housing Act 1988, a tenant may also
require the landlord to supply a written
statement of the basic terms, such as the
rent and the letting period. Neither party

may require the other to agree
additional letting terms (such as the
payment of a deposit) once the tenancy
has begun.

You should bear in mind that different
principles may apply if you live in Wales
because of the recent radical changes
made by the Welsh Assembly.

It follows that you do not have to
sign the tenancy agreement or pay
# deposit if nothing was said at the

start of the letting.

Murk Loveday

The writer is a barrister with Tanfield

Chambers. Email your question to:
uk



